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MYMENSINGH, East Pakistan (AP) —

Systematic slaughter between indigenous
Bengalis and non-Bengali migrants left
thousands dead here before order was res-
tored, survivors of the bloody clashes said
Friday.

One army officer said his men had dis-
posed of thousands of the bodies in mass
graves outside the town. '‘We couldn't bury
them all,’ he said. “We just threw some
away in the river.”

Most victims were Moslem Biharis from
India but many Hindus also were reported
massacred by Bengalis whose drive for au-
tonomy from West Pakistan led to civil war
March 26,

Responsible government and other
sources estimate at least 30,000 were killed
in communal violence since March 1 across
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East Pakistan, not counting Bengalis shot
by army troops putting down what officers
call a “full-fledged insurgency.”

Senior officers deny any women or chil-
dren were knowingly killed by soldiers but
say hundreds of men had died in the fight.
ing since March 26.

“There were 5,000 non-Bengalis where |
lived and now there are 25 survivors,” said
the assistant postmaster of this nearly emp-
ty town 90 miles north of Dacca and capital
of one of the world’s most densely populat-
ed districts,

He showed reporters a neck wound
where he said Bengalis shot him through
the throat before knifing him and dumping
him in the river. He managed to reach safe-
ty and treatement, he said.

At the postal workers' settlement, a for-
eigners’ quarter called Shanti Para, a
young Bihari woman told how her husband
and older children were killed. She said she
bought her own life with jewelry and house-
hold goods.

Across a dirt road, a shirtless Bengali
man told one reporter that many Biharis
had killed Bengalis, He said his family fled
to rural areas in fright.
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