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The Immigrants

‘That Nobody

Seems To Want

DACCA, Bangladesh (UPD)
When the Indinn subcontinesnl
was parlilioped in 1847, 2 million
Moslems migrated here o
escape e bleody eommunal
riots in Hindu-dominated India,

Mow, 30 years later, thoy find
themselves in almasl the same
siluation of being umwanied by
e sociely where they live.

But this lime, some 400,000 of
them cannot gel out.

Cflen called the Biharis
because many of lhem came
fram the Indian state of Bihar,
they are non-Bengoli speaking
Moslems who staunchly  supe
pocled the Pakistan: army in he
last davs of East Pakistan —
noyw the independert siate of
Bangladesh.

Thal was more than enoagh (o
ineur the wrath of the nelive
Bangladeshis, who consider
overy nonBengali speaker an
agenl of Pakistan and an enemy
of “liberation™ from that
counlTy

During the Indo-Fakistani
War thal Ted to the birth of
Bangladesh in 1571, the Bihnris
and the Bengalis were Rilling
each oiher,

When the war ended., some
107,000 Biharis were exchanged
in & huge airlift for 17,000
Eengalis —  including 28,000

- sodbers — siranded in Wesl
Pakislan.

Anciher 18,000 Biharis. uncer:
tain abou! their fale i o
mewlsirn counfry hostile Lo
therm, fed seerclly to Pakistan

Bul some 400,000 Biharis were
still in Banglndesh when the

Stateless in Bangladesh and Pakistan Inc., USA

airlift came to @ stop after the
last Bengali stepped off the
plane from Pakistan.

The reason given at the me
for ending the airlil was a lack
of funds. But it i5 gererally
beligved mow that Pakisian was
redisctant to toke more Bihoris.

The majority of the Biharis
wha chase to go to Pakistan, but
failed lo gel there, were harded
inte 11 refugee camps with
tumbledosn  huts and  flthy
surrcundings.

Fearing resentment from the
local population, the Bangladesh
government has discouraged
publicity aboul conditions in the
camps, Aulherithes fear such
publicily would ovoke mass
pressure  for the immediate
“repalrintion™ of the Biharis to
Fakistan.

Similarly, under the govern-
ment of ousted Prime Minister
Zalfikar Ali Bhutte, Pakistan
also tried e suppress informa-
tion an the issue for the same
Teason.

Pakistan &t first refused lo
take amy more Biharis bocause
it feared a political blacklash at
home, Bul under international
pressure and on humanilarian

, Pakistan recently said
it will take another 25000 of
them, bul has nol made known
when or how it is geing to be
doni

Even il Pakislan did
25,000 more Biharis, there would
slill be aboul 175000 of them
stranded in a ocounlry which
does not wanl them.

http://www.statelesspeopleinbangladesh.net
http://www.strandedpakistani.org
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