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Despite atmosphere of fear

Survivors of East Pakistan’s ‘bloody days’ tell stories

By JOSEPH GALLOWAY

DACCA. EAST PAKISTAN
{UPH — Eveniope whe survived
the bloody dave of March and
April in East Pakision fiae hiz oun
opinions and story io tell.

in the aunospbere of fear that
exisls today no man wants his
esme published. The bengalis of
East Pakistan think it could cost
thern their lives. The foreigners
think it could cost them thelr con-
tracis or their johs

They all see tbe e enis which
began on March 25 when the Pak.
istan Army moved to put down
the East Pakistan autoncmy
movement by force in different
WA, )

Here are a few conversations
this reporter noted dovn recemly
during eight davs in Ea=t Paki-
glan:

A voung PBengali  student-
“When the shooting slarted in
Dacea, this neighborhood emp-
tied quickly. In two or three davs
of all our hendreds of neighbors
there were onlv wo families in-

af a GEmly friend who took us in.
But after a2 while they held a
meeting in tha village 1o organize
a peace cemmiltee. rea by the
govermmept. While the meeting
was going on someope irew a
bomb. kiiling two people and
wounding several cibers. The
neat day the ammy came and
killed some Hondus, It scemed
then that perbaps Daera was saf-
er. 50 we came back. We are
aframd to ook out cur windows at
mzht. We are afraid the solliers
may come My mother is zfraid 1o
let us 20 out on the streel becauwa
she Moy never see us 3gain. Now
we wobder if we chouldn't leive
here zgain.”
Fierce Looking

A fierce looking Pathan colonel
in Khuins: “Why should we wor-
rr about the monzoonr. I eonlrol
this area and, by God. I'll conon-
e o control it whether it rains or
shine:. Thise country s full of
boats and if [ want to 2o any-
where the local people will row
me,

men know that one Palhaa is as
good a5 25 Indians, and I think
that’s a conservative estimate ~

& Pritish businessman: [
dan’t know about anvwhere else.
but I tell vou we foreigners wel-
oomed the Pakistani Amay fo
Chillsgong as liberators. You
have no idea of the wav the Bon-
galis butchered the Biharis and
the West Pakistagis in ouwr anea.
They literally tore them 1o bils
with their bare handds, The amay
dein’t slaughter amvone the way
ihese basiards did.”

An Amenican contractor: “I've
been in this place a good long
u hule, five years, and I'm geing to
side wilh the Pakisiani armv o6
this one. There was chaos when
Sheikh Mujibr the East Pakistan
ran things ia March, and they res-
tored order. T work ar a power
generakinz station and {'ve put
one hell of a lot of hard work inlo
ihat job over the vears. Il anvone
had tried 10 come in Lhere and
destroy it I believe ['d have Killed
him mysell.”

cluding ws staving at  home. “As for the Indians. I would Foreign [iplamat
Fieryone was gomg ot intp e love to see them start something.
countryside where they Lhought it They ate Yeliow Desia:ds. We
would be safest. Finally we 100 whipped them in 1565 and we can
became frichtened and Jefi Dar- do it again_I tell vou they are not
ca. We went to the village home real sofdiers. | pnyself wounldn't be
—_— . afraid to go singlehanded against

a whele battalion of Indians_ (ur

Continued...
Stateless in Bangladesh and Pakistan Inc., USA 1/3

http://www.statelesspeopleinbangladesh.net
http://www.strandedpakistani.org



Statalﬂ in Bangladesh and Pakistan

qrETAT QT @ sttt Lol Tho o oF JGuall yyl Jara i

(200,000 of people.” " dus to frighten them ouf of the
Looting Eptonraged ccantry. When it's Onished the

A foreipn diplomat: “Now it's only Hindus left in East Pakistan
the Hindus who are gefting it will be the sweepers. butchers.
iram everybody else. The army is  barbers and ihe tea pickers.
encouraging local Bengalis and Those people do jobs nobody else
Bibaris o look. burn and kill Hin- wifl do, and aoyway they're oo

mare Indian than ¥ am.™

A British corporstion erecy-
tiver “There’s no doubt that the
Bengalis have been exploited. The
West Pakistanis admit it You
know . in some faetories you could
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