SrEsEt SreArt @ «ffast

COUNCIL BLUFFS (IOWA) NONPAREIL—NOVEMBER 11, 1946.

Rioting Alarms
Indian Leaders

Joint Action Being
Taken to Elf.ll'FIthng

By !':utm;i #wnr.

BOMEAY, 2—Roth Hindu and
Moslem leaders are concentrating
efforts on ending increasingly
widespread rlots whose savagery
threatens to ereate an almost un-
bridgeable gap between two re-
ligious communities.

Thelr efforts indicate clearly
their alarm over continued
clashes which seem to challenge
their ability to master the com-
plex problgm of governing Indla.
I'mpartial ohservers believe that

leaders will gain confrul in time |

but their prestige has been as-
sailed and new ammunition pro-
vided to critics both at home and
abroad.

Surprising to most observers |

Is the violence of Hindu attacks
apgainst the Moelems, Thiz cor-
respondent has been told repeat-
edly in recent yearzs by Moslem
leaders and by Brltish lung In
India that *“Hindu rlots don't
amount to mueh, but waft until
the Moslems cut loose”™

Hindus Show New Spirit.

To the surprise of almest svery-
one, Hindu assaults against Mos-
lems in several areas have been
at least on par with Moslem at-
tacks.

In previous communal elaghes,
Hindu casualties have been two
or three times as great as Mos-
lems. Theare is a long tradition
of placidity and non-resistance
ameong many sgectionsa of the
widespread Hindu population,
accentuated by the teaching of
non-violenee as a religious and
political weapon by Mahatma
Gandhl

Hindu violence agalnst Mos-
lems has caused many Hindus,
egpecially ameng vounger
groups, to assert that non-vio-
lence iz firfished ms a politieal
doctrine, Gandhi himself has re-
buked his followers on repeated
oocngions  for their departute
from his non-violent teachings
and now he has warned that he
will use hiz most formidable
weapon if necessary to bring a
cessation of outbreaks. One of
his closest friends, Rajendra
Prasad, member. of the interim
government, sald that Gandhi
had resolved to “fast.unto death™
unless disturbances in Bihar
stopped, .

Eihar is a heavily populated
provinee on the lower Ganges
plaln  adjoining Bengal. Tt is
overwhelmingly Hindu but has
amall pockets of Moslems just as
eastern Bengal is overwhelming-
I¥ Moslem Wwith small pockets of
Hindus.

Moslem Deaths Mount,

The death toll among Mos-.

lems in Bihar seems already to
have exceeded the deaths of Hin-
dus during previous disorders In
eastern Bengal. The latest offle-
fal roundup estimated fatalities
| in Bihar at most than 400, Sinee
then wvarious plecemeal reports
indicate that several hundred
more werae Killed and undoubted-
Iy most of these were Moslems,

To thiz later outbreak area,
Nehru, congress leader.and head
of interim government, rushed
in company with Mosler leapue
assoclates in the interim govern-
' ment. They travelled together, 18-
jSued joint appeals, and Nehru,
warned that continued violence
would bring machine puns and
bombs if necessary,

This interference of the cen-
tral government in the adminis-
tration of one of the provinces
| was of itself a strong =tep. e
| British cabinet mission last sum-
mer repeatedly assured Moslems
that the geatest amount of local
autonomy would be assured prov-
inces, This was intendad as pro-
tection from |nterference by the
central government which Mos.
lems felt was in danger of dom-
Ination by the Hindu majority,
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|'To Shew No Partiality.

From & political standpoint It
was notable that the threat of
central government intervention
in Bihar was most forcefully di-
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rected at protecting “Moslems
from Hindus,
Obviously, congress leaders

are secking to demonstrate to
the Moslem population that no
partiality will be shown to Hin-
dus, It was a strong bid for a
solid idea united under one cen-
tral government as ‘opposed to
the Moslem leapue's demand for
their own independent Moslem
state,

One thing is increasingly clear
as dizorders progress. That is
that there remalns a considerahle
Rap between the governing offic-
ials at the top and the disturbed
population at the bottom. Much
time and education is atil] need-
ed to bridge the gap.
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