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Political party, not the government, runs Bangladesh

— and you’d better join

DACCA (UFly — The Awanu Leagae. the
political parfy of Prime Minisler Sheikh
Mujibar Rahman, has o consolidated its
power innewly independent Baraladesh that
it now fuBctions a5 a paralle] sdoanistration
{hroughout the country

Bmhl}luvﬂmeandtbtpalmhme
sewn Ehair authority eroded away since Bang-
ladesh achieved independence four months
ago, The result has been thal oa the one hapd
the admmistration can oaly make decisions
with the consent of the party, and on the oth-
er the police have beeh unable to resstablsh
effective kaw and order.

Covil servarts Irom the deputy commis-
swones in ¢harze of 5 district down to the vl
lage constule must now deler 1n afl martiers
10 loce. Awami League officials. All new
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Law and order continwes to be & senols
problem in Bangladesh and this i in large
part attribatzble to the failure of the Awam)
League to discipline and controd its vounger
members.

Rands of armed sindents, many of them
soms of relatves of high party offiials, shil
tertaripe Dacca. ow that tbe Bihari (none
Bengalii communuty has been leoted of all it
had. they have turned their attention to the
Ismael followers of the Aga Khan sad to
Bengalis who are pod party members,

When approached. the police merely
shrag They know who the culpnis sre bat
thev cannot tosch them, Groups of these
arroganl. posluring vowlhs may ke seen any
rusht spending freely i the bar of the Dacca
Intercontimental Hotel,
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By Martin Stuart-Fox

In addition to the stodents, the Awami
League can rcall upon ils volunizer force,
made up of party supporters of il ages who
parade with long staves and are sworn ko lor-
ity to the prenciples of the Sheikh, Am time
the party wishes to clamp down upan oppas-
tion organizat.ons the volunieers are (hece.

On the labor front. the pasty has created
the Natwonal Workers League, 3 ness series of
trade unwons in 2l industries to atiract mem-
bership away [rom (he old socialist wmone,
Infighling between the old and new oniors
Trs added considerably to labor unrest since
independanse.

The Awami League grves shelter to people
of widely differing political beleds 1015 only
nominally secralist and opposition te the
iafUE COMES IOME JUTLOET 1T, M0 bove 15
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;: mattet of course to frieads 2nd relatives Bangladesh are the Awami League Stodent lost between the leagee and the moge ex-
of Awami League big-wigs League and th: Marxist Stodent Union, Un- Ireme Marvist grous. which claims that in

The Sikodd membeis of the Bangladesh
Constituent Assembly. all elected on the
Awami League thekel, have become 3 power
ento themselves. Any aspirant fo a govern-
menl pasition makes sure be was written
Tecommendations from & many assembly-
men as

Snlmhsﬂemmwmmglﬁhbs
become, and so great the pressure, appli-
cants withoul a recommendation from an

iom members have reporied their meetings
broken up, premuses damaged, threats and
beatings.

An elite group of Awami League students
wad specially tramed and indoctrinated by
ihe Indians during the Bengali hberauon
struggle. They were well armed but never
fought. Kmown as the Mujib Bahini, they ex-
teted for reazons more political than military.

They were sworn to fight fof the principbes

the countryside Awami Lespue cadres have
assassingted lefl-wing rganizers

Both the Awami League and the govern-
ment react immedistes to what hitle press
criticism there is. Qe English-language edi-
totial suggested that since the present gov-
ernment was elected when Bangladesh was
East Pakiztan, it is not 2 Jegal and constito-
tional government. The editor was fred the
same day,

assemblyman are aulomatically dicqualified. of “Mujibem.” the politscal plwlosophy of In the furst montks of independence the
Some Awami Lesgue assemblymen have Sheikh Mujib consisting of mationalism, Awami League has become a state within

armed bodyguards and take actions irmespec- gemacracy. seculanam and socialism, siate znd the actons of its members ar

tiwe of the government or the administration. The Mupb Bahin: have since surrendered largely outside the dusaipline of the law,

The assembilyman for the Dacca suburbs of ther arms but their militincy remains, Some The power of the Awami League i rom-

Mohammedpur and Mirpur has had thou-

have poined the paramilitary national securi-

Plete. a distressing fact for those Bengahs

sands of non-Bengalis ejected from their Ly force, whch 15 also under Awarmi League whi believe that  free democtacy is the best
homes so that the houses ean be given Lo cofitrol bt most are back at college farming form of government for Bangladesh,
Awami League supporters. fhe backbone of the Student League.
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