Stateless in Bangladesh and Pakistan

DAWN / NEWS Internaticnal, Karachi
17 January 199g

Saturday

1g Ramazan 1418

Pakistan agrees to repatriate Blharls
Shamshad says Blharls are not Pakilstanis

DHAEAR: Refusing te recognise the Blharis stranded in Bangladesh as Pakistanis, Foreilgn Secretary Shamshad

Ahmad sald on Friday: "We are trying to repatriate them to Pakistan on humanitarian bkasis.™ Brisfing newsmen

ocn the talks Prime Minister Wawaz Sharif has had with his Bangladeshl and Indian counterparta, Shamshad sald
Faklstan had repatriated 63 famlliss in the past on humanitarian basis. "We are naking efforts to do so in futurs
as well on the same ground,™ he addsd.

Zhamshad said the gquestlon that they are Paklstanl nationals was ralsed in the =arly 197ds and an agresment
was concluded whereby Paklstan had assumed the responsibility of bringing back about 200, 000 stranded
Pakilstanils falling in four categeries, 1mcluding federal government officilals, theilr famillies and thelr relatiwves.

H= sald the process has been completad, but dispelled the inpressicn that they are belng taken back as
Pakistanil mationals. "Before 1571, everybedy in East Paklstan was a Pakilstani, but now everybody cannot be
repatriated on that ground,” he said.

The process of repatriaticn, he saild, reguired significant material and monetary effort. "Pakistan continues to
have a posltive approach to help the Biharis to alleviate thelr problems as nuch as possible, bukb we feel that
mast of them can be accommodated within Bangladesh and theilr speclal skills can be wktilised hers, " Shamshad
satd.

"we have shown full willingness to be helpful to them on humanitarlan basis and we are in contackt with the
Rabita (Motamar-e-Islaml) on thils 1ssue,”™ he added. The forelgn secretary sald the Rabita has recently declded
in a meeting to launch a fund-ralsing campalgn and as soon as the funds are avallable, the remalning owver %44

families wWill be repatriated to Paklstan.

Later, a five-member delegaticn of the Stranded Pakilstanls General Repatriation Committee (SPGRC) held a
meeting with Flnance Minlster Sartaj Azlz in the evenlng at Scnargacn hobel. The delegation led by Chief Patron
SPGRC Alha] M Haseem Ehan presented a three-page memorandum to the minlster.

The prime minlster was also scheduled to meet the delegation, but due to other pressilng engagements, he asked
the fimance minister to meet them on his behalf. After the meeting Wasim Khan teld a group of journalists that
Zartaj has asked him ko persuade the Biharis, who have arrived here after 1971, to take the naticnality of
Bangladesh.

Those who have been sktranded here before 1970 will, however, be repatriabted 1f and when the required funds

are avallable. The memorandum prasented by the delegation calls upon the government of Paklstan to take
measures for the repatriation of all the stranded Paklstanls. The delegaticn was of the view that General Elaul
Hag had categorically and boldly announced the repatriaticn of stranded Pakilstanls, but the MOM jeopardised

the plan by supporting the Benazir Bhutto government in 1948. The delegaticn sald had the MOM not

supported the PPP, the repatriatien of all stranded Pakistanis would have been completed im 1%%d. The
memcrandun pays glowlng tributes to Wawaz Sharif for his stance on the 1ssue and sald that the ldeologlcal
warfare starting 5 y=ars back wWas being taken ah=ad by Nawaz Sharif.

Ccommenting on the mews reports, the foreign secretary clarified that 14 zones of about 1, 000 houses were bullb
under a pllot project to rehabllitate the stranded pecple. SiXty-two famlliles were repatriated and settled there, he
gald. This prooesa, he sald, was stopped by the previcus government, and this has now been restarted. Replying

to a guestion, he sald, according to an estimate, over ome millilon Bangladeshls were settled in Karachi.

Pakistan has slde-stepped a Bangladeshil call to accept hundreds of thousandas of Urdu-speaking pecpls

stranded in Bangladesh for 25 years, a Bangladsash foreilgn ministry official saild. He sald Prime Minlster Hawaz
Sharif nad made neo comnltment to a request from his Bangladeshl counterpart Sheilkh Hasina to take back

240, 000 Urdu-speakers who have opted for Pakistanl cltizenship.

"Prime Minlster (Mawaz] Sharilf agreed that the repatriaticn of the stranded Pakistanls 18 an outatanding bilateral
1ssue. But he made no commitment, ™ Bangladesh Forelgn Secretary Mustafizur Rahman told reporters after talks
between the two leaders. "The Bangladesh prime minister explainsed that it was a humanitarian lssus and taking
care of such large number of people was also an economlc burden for us, ™ host Rahman saild.




