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Non-Bengah's kept
apart in Bangladesh

The Biharis, Moslems like most
Bengalis, flocked Lo campa by the tens
of thousands during and after last
December's India-Pakigtan war that
created Bangladesh in the former
eastern wing of Pakistan. They feared

Bengali reprisals. ) )

Under the former Pakistani rulers,
the best jobs and the best training
went to the Bihars, a minority of
fewer than 3 milbon in a land of 75
million.

Biharis migrated to East Pakistan
in 1947 when the Indian subcontinent
was partitioned, opting for the Islamic
government in preference to the
Hindu-dominated government of In-
dia. Most speak Urdu hike the Punjabi
majonty in West Pakistan, but many
young Biharis were born in East
Pakistan, speak Bengah and were
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i-language schoois.

v;ﬁ::i.uul Biharis who talk with

to the camps say their lives

in Bangladesh are irretrievable and
they want Lo migrate to Pakistan.

The conditions in in which they live
Inm-ht:t:‘; b sithough’
i Bangladesh, llthau;h
in truth their caged lives are easier
lhm of many Bengalis. The Red
Cro nd other relief agencies
prn I'md. while outside the camps
millions of Bengalis scrape for sub-
sstence.

The government also is housing the
Biharis, but at New Geneva. a com-
munity of 32,000 created when the
government expropriated a Bihari
school where the refugees had
huddled for six months, the stench is
abominable. Garbage piles and

http://www.strandedpakistani.org
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The Bibaris cisim 40 to 50 people
share each hut of 375 square feet
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provide running water and crude

walked arocund the compound. a
woman brought forward a erying
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