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Biharis—the sad and hated minc
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By LEON DANIEL
DACCA ILUPLy — Saida Ban. at
the tender age of 7, is hungry.
emotionafly scarred and infisitely
sad. She is all of ibese thiogs be-

hatred of the Bikaris but the
plight of Saida is more important.

Several davs age ber litide
brather died, bui Soida doeso’t
e whiy,

said wearily.

Suida gels 3 good ration of sic
opunces of wheat a2 dev from the
Bangladesh Hed Cross. Some davs
are hefter ihan olbers, bat not

=1 like rice betier than wheat.™
sajd Saida, whose hair is cropped
witkin 2 hslf inch of her scalp fo
prevent it from becoming iofested
with fice

czisie she is 3 Bihari, “He just died,” she isid. much The more than a boll million
The Bibares area bated minori- The barvied Bibari doctor ipthe Ay grandmotber gave me  Hiharis of Bangladesh whick unti
ty ia Bangladesh, The pew nation camp where Ssida lives like an  sume rice today,™ she siid. Ques-  the war was Polistan's esstern
that emerged from the December  ammal was ol sure why ber fioning revealed that she had wing are people willoul 3 ¢Qun-
war heiween India zad Pokisian. Bt buer i o bnr, wune oaTy mase with p-n!:‘t.nﬁ: Uy, Eweath her the winecrs por he
Thre are rexions fof the “Probably malowirition,™ e  alosg with the rice. bosers wand lhem.
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5o they band logelber for pro-
tectiowu in somme af the rmost horrid
ghetios in the world

Saida snd more than 48000
Biharis live in as coEhi-camp
complex fn 3 subwrk of Dacca
calied Mobamaedpur.

‘There are 2 few kbakiclad ri-
Me-carryving Bengali ;ﬂl.w in ihe
camps bat come of the Bihris
talk freely of ibeir lnvine n.lnil—
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id hated minority in Bangladesh

=1 like rice betfer than whest ™
sajd Saida, whose hair is cropped
witkin 2 hslf inch of her scalp to
peevent il from becoming infested
with fice

The mode than a2 boll million
Biharis of Bangladesh whick watd
The war w3 Pokidin s exsten
wing, zre people wilhonl a Coun-
lrv, meither the wisecrs por (he
bosers wand hem.

5o they band logelber for pro-
tectiou kn some af the mest herrid
ghetios in the world

Saida snd more tham 43000
EBiharit live in as cighi-camp
complex ju 3 sulwerk of Dacea
called Molammedpur.

‘There are 2 few kbakiclad ri-
Oe-camyving Bengali police in ihe
camps bt come of the Rikaris
ialk freehe of riu—r Ircans oomdi-

Lions,

“Every [Ofth per=oa ja this
camp kas faondice,” £aid Amear
Eqhal,.a Bikgri who was a civil
cigneer before (he Beogali strug-
gle for independence began io
March of tadl year. Bikaris are
now forbidden jobs because as
nes-Beagalis ibey suppected Paki-
clawe om Lhae mnwh_

Adulis pet 12 ouewes of whest 2

dav. Eqbal said. Children pet half
that much.

~“We oeed rice. vegetables., [ire-
wopd and ~lothes.” said Eqbal
He waid thai cholera had been
stopped by vaccinations but dis-
emtery sifl is rapant,

~All of the people in the camps
are jobdess,” be said. ~They kave
o i gt adl. "

To pet meoney for necesalkies,

such a5 salt and a few vegetables,
peopls in the camps have bepuf be
sell badd of thelr wheat ration Lo
Bengalis. Thev alresdy have sold
slmost all of thele meager pises-
sboms.

A very few Bibaris have venr
tered owt of the camps to Y 10
jind joos bet the preat majority
sre airaid (o bave whai prodeciion
thev find in their beeming pheitos
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