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Biharis Fear Beﬂﬁgaﬁ Reprisal
After Indian Troops Go Home

By Lewis M. Simons

Washington Post Staff Writer
MOHAMMADPUR, Ban-
gladesh—"What will happen
to us when the Indian army
leaves?—\We  will die. We

cannot become Bengalis.”
The frightened Bihari
businessman who made this
fatalistic assessment of his
people’s chances for survival
in Bangladesh suceinetly ex-
pressed the fears of more
than 1 million people who
have become prisoncrs in
their own homeland. As sup-
porters of a United Pakistan
during the nine bilter
months of the Bengali fight

for independence, the Bi-
naris  have bheen branded
collaborators. They believe

ithey arce all marked for

cdeath.

For three weeks, since
the surrender of  Paki-
stani forces 1o the Indian

army in Dacca. the Biharis
have becn blockaded by ter-
ror—real and imagined—in
elfectively sealed-off ghettos.

Companics of Indian
troops patrol the ghettos,
holding back vengetful Ben-
galis seeking reprisals for
Bihari erimes—real and ima-
gined.

But the indians will not

sfay in Bangladesh indefin-
itely.  And this realization
strikes chillingly and deep

among the occupants of Mo-
hammadpur, Mirpur and the
\damijece  jute  mill,  the
three Bihari enclaves,
Lack of Money

For the moment. their de.
privations are principally
cconomie. .\ foreizn visitor
to the three colonies is im-

mediately hesicsed by in-
habitants comolaining  bit-
terly about their lack of
money.

“We cannot 2o to our of-
fices to get our back pav.”
said a middle-aged man who
had been a chief clerk in an
Flast Pakistani government
bureau. "We cannot 20 to
our bhanks to withdraw our
money.” protesied another,
the owner of a clothing shop
in Dacca.

If Fast Pakistan had a
semblance of a middle rlasgs,
the  Biharis  undoubiedly
formed its backl:one. Thov
were the <hopkeepers, the
managers, the enzineers, the
school teachers

A< they see it ther work-
od hard for their positoons
and tor the hettes clotiing,
the neat suburban houses
and  occastonal automobiles
they were able to buy.

“We o oare unotoa o lagzy
people. said 1 28 yecarold
student,  Rezawr Rahman
Fawvas “We  are nat heo
cers  And they hate us {or
thar 7

Bur as many Depoatis see
it, including a number ol
the  cducated  class,  they
come by their riches thiouth
vbportunistic  switching  of
allewiances. “bDurins ihe
Raj they plaved up to he
British,” said a younts Hen

aali college professor. = Thoen

it was the Indians and alter
partition  the  Paki-tanis.

Now it is Bangladesh, Bw
it is too late”

The  Biharis, too, sense
that it 1< too Iate. When

their’ plight was first .dis-
covered by .Western news-
men in the days immediately
after the Pakistani surren-
der, they emphatically de-
clared their allegiance to
Bangladesh and ran up flags
of the new nation over their
homes. But the pretense has
cnded.

“None of us wants to stay.”
said Dr. Mohamed Khalid, a
physician who has lived in
Mohammadpur since the par-
tition of India in 1947. Kha-
lid said at least 75 per cent
of the necarly 1.5 million Bi-
Faris in Bangladesh would
oo to West Pakistan if the
government here would re-
lcase them. The rest would
return to Bihar, the Indian
state of their origin.

But their chances of get-
ting out of Bangladesh, in
the first place, and being ad-
mitted to either Pakistan or
India., in the second. are
slim. Bangladesh leaders
have proclaimed that the
new state would be a secu-
far  one. unlike Pakistan
which was based on the Is-
lamic religion. Altheugh the
Biharis are Moslems, they
aiffer from the Bencalis in
that they sneak a different
language, Urdu instead of
Benaali, and have different
cultural strains in their reli-
sion, Cur Islam is pure”
<aid M.\ Latif, a resident ol
Mirpur. “The islam of the
Benealis  has  been  influ-
cneed by the Hindus”

Latif, 24, is emploved by
the  U.S0 Aid Mission  in
Dacca. e has appealed to
the mission to help <et him
and the rest of the Biharis
into Pakistan. “But my boss
told me it involves the gov-

crnments ol the  United
States, India. Pakistan and
Banzladesh,” he said. ~And

the chances are not good.”

The Biharis present the
Banuladesh cvovernment
with an embarrassing di-
lemma. If they remain in
the country after the Indian
army pulls out, the chances
of reprisals avainst them are
high. The publicity from fur-
ther atrocities in this blood-
soaked land could do only
harm.

On the other hand. if they
woere ta be expelled. assum-
ing either India or Pakistan
waould  accent them this
would make the clamm ol 4
free cnd open society o joke

The Biharis and the In
dian commandoers assivned
ta protect them are bankinze
on Sherkh Vujrbur Rahman
to resolve the problem. \Mu
tibur is believed to he the
only person who could order

—thetrenzalis to back down,

and have any  chance of
he ne obeved. 1 believe the
sheitkh will pat ot all riehe ™
sandd Mag. At Singh Mahal,
the Indian Guards officer in
charge of security at Mo
hammadpur

Nahal. a touch, spit and
volish Sikh, complained that
he is constantly harassed b
Mohanymadpur residents
worried  about  their finan-
cial affairs. At one point
duvinz a prolonged appeal

in his ticld office by a pros-.

perous looking businessman
dressed in grayv pinstripes,
\iahal rose to his feet and

withdut a word strode into
the lavatory. locking the
door behind him.

“It's the only way to get
rid of them sometimes,” he
said with a sheepish grin
upon cmerging a few min-

utes later ~They are great
whiners.”
But the major is not en-

tirely without sympathy for
the Biharis, He conceded
that occasional killing and
looting still went on inside
Mohammadpur, despite vig-
ilence of his troops. “They
are certainly in an undesira-
bic position.” he said. Most
of them are uscd to 3 high
standard of living and condi-
tions here are difficult.””

Yet. compared with the
wretched conditions of the
10 million Bengali refugecs
who fled to India under the
cguns of the \West Pakistani
armv and of the 20 million
refugees within Bangladesh
who have bheen escaping
from one village to another
in fear and desperation. the
plight of the Riharis loses
much of its signifizance.

‘I'he regular residents of
AMohammadpur and Mirpur
still live in their own homes.
Aany sayv they have taken in
friends and relatives who
have poured into the two
principal  Bihari  colonies
froan oullving districets. The
majority  of outsiders, how-
ever. are housed in refugee
camus  set up  in school
buildings, town halls and
other public buildings. The
government  has  provided
basic food supplies and a
small  amount of packet
moncey. and the indian army
and the International Red
Cross are providing medical
attention to the 12,000 refu-
gces at Mohammadpur and
the 15,000 at Mirpur.

Similar programs  arc
heing  carried out at the
Adamjee jute mill. a huge
walled-in factory town now
housing some 30,000 Piharis
and other non-Bengalis.

\bout hnalf of the occu-
pants arce mill employees
and their families. The rest
moved  in when  Beneoli
workers fled {from the Paki-
<tani armv. Once the mill re-
opens, the covernment will
he faced with the difficult
task of reinstatinz the tewitr
niate  workers and  cet no
them 1o work in peace with
the non-Bengalis who hedonz
there  Mar 1L Kanwar, the
Indhian otficer in charce ot
ine malls secuarity o sard the
covernment  has supplied
“subsistence teve!” tood and
the army s helpinzs “the
desperate cases”

Despite frequent and toud
comblaints  that  they e
starvine to o death. o thee
ouzh tour of all the camps
discluosed no visible siens ot
starvation. ‘e chief phy o
cal aillment at the camps, ac
cordineg to an indian arne
doctor ot Mohammadpur, s
malnutrition. resulting from
lack of protein. “But you
must bhear in mind that
manyv of these people sufier
from malnutrition all the
time.”  the doctor  said.
“They have no idea what a
proper diet is”

Cholera. which flaged

briefly at sceveral of the in-
stallations, has apparently
been halted and Red Cross-
supplied innoculations are
being administered daily.
Questioning revealed that
fewer than a dozen persons
have died of cholera

So  far, the most wide-
spread ailment is not physi-
cal at all, but mental. “Most
of these people are suffering
from deep depression.” said
the army doctor at Moham-
madpur. They need some as-
surances that all is not lost.

Maj. Mahal, the Moham-
madpur commandant. said
the responsibility [lor this
lay with the Bangladesh
government. 1 have ap-
pealed to them repeatedly
to let high officials herc as-
sure them. But they do not
come.”
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