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Op-ed: Pakistan and South Asian Muslims

,VKWLDT�$KPHG
7KH�0XVOLPV�RI�6RXWK�$VLD�GR�QRW�KDYH�DQ\�DXWRPDWLF�ULJKW�
WR�HQWHU�3DNLVWDQ�DV�WKH�-HZV�KDYH�WR�HQWHU�,VUDHO�XQGHU�WKH�
VR�FDOOHG�/DZ�RI�5HWXUQ��,V�WKLV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�IRXQGLQJ�
LGHRORJ\�RI�3DNLVWDQ��WKH�WZR�QDWLRQ�WKHRU\"�

$PRQJ�WKH�YDULRXV�WUDJHGLHV�DWWHQGDQW�XSRQ�WKH�EUHDN�XS�RI�3DNLVWDQ�LQ�
������ZKHQ�(DVW�3DNLVWDQ�EHFDPH�%DQJODGHVK��LV�WKH�XQUHVROYHG�VWDWXV�
RI�VRPH���������%LKDULV�VWUDQGHG�LQ�%DQJODGHVKL�UHIXJHH�FDPSV��7KH�
%LKDULV��DQ�8UGX�VSHDNLQJ�SHRSOH�RULJLQDOO\�IURP�WKH�QRUWK�HDVWHUQ�,QGLDQ�
VWDWH�RI�%LKDU��PLJUDWHG�WR�(DVW�3DNLVWDQ�ZKHQ�WKH�VXEFRQWLQHQW�ZDV�
SDUWLWLRQHG�LQ������EHWZHHQ�+LQGX�PDMRULW\�,QGLD�DQG�0XVOLP�PDMRULW\�
3DNLVWDQ�
0RVW�RI�WKH�%LKDULV�VLGHG�ZLWK�3DNLVWDQ�GXULQJ�WKH������%HQJDOL�XSULVLQJ��
7KDW�PDGH�WKHP�D�SDULDK�JURXS�LQ�%DQJODGHVK��0RVW�RI�WKHP�ZDQW�WR�
LPPLJUDWH�WR�3DNLVWDQ�DQG�KDYH�UHIXVHG�WR�DFTXLUH�%DQJODGHVKL�
FLWL]HQVKLS��FODLPLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�3DNLVWDQLV�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�HQWLWOHG�WR�VHW�
XS�KHDUWK�DQG�KRPH�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��8QGHU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ��LI�WKH�%LKDULV�
ZLVK�WR�UHPDLQ�3DNLVWDQLV�WKHUH�LV�QR�UHDVRQ�WR�UHIXVH�WKHP�SHUPLVVLRQ�
WR�VHWWOH�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��6RPH�%LKDUL�IDPLOLHV�KDYH�EHHQ�DOORZHG�WR�MRLQ�WKHLU�
NLQ�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�EXW�WKH�EXON�KDV�EHHQ�GHQLHG�WKLV�ELUWKULJKW�
'RHV�WKLV�PDNH�VHQVH"�1R��:H�KDYH�EURXJKW�3DNLVWDQ�DOPRVW�WR�WKH�SRLQW
RI�YHULWDEOH�HFRQRPLF�UXLQDWLRQ�E\�RXU�XQFRPSURPLVLQJ�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH
.DVKPLULV¶�ULJKW�RI�VHOI�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�EXW�ZH�GR�QRW�JLYH�PRVW�RI�RXU
ERQD�ILGH�FLWL]HQV�WKHLU�EDVLF�ULJKW�WR�FOHDQ�ZDWHU��HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�D�PHDO
EHFDXVH�RXU�SULRULW\�LV�µGHIHQFH�VSHQGLQJ¶�IRU�DQ�LQHYLWDEOH�ZDU�ZLWK
DUFK�HQHP\�,QGLD��
%XW�OHWWLQJ�%LKDULV�UHORFDWH�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�ZRXOG�VXUHO\�QRW�FRVW�GHDUO\��7KH\�
DUH�RQO\���������DOWRJHWKHU��7KDQNV�WR�ODFN�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�DERXW�IDPLO\�
SODQQLQJ�ZH�DUH�DGGLQJ���������EDELHV�HYHU\�ZHHN�LI�QRW�HYHU\�GD\�WR�
RXU�EXUJHRQLQJ�SRSXODWLRQ��VR�ZK\�QRW�OHW�WKH�%LKDULV�ZKR�IRXJKW�
DORQJVLGH�RXU�JORULRXV�DUP\�WR�VDYH�3DNLVWDQ��EHFRPH�3DNLVWDQLV�LQ�WKH�
SURSHU�VHQVH"�7KHUH�LV�QR�UHDVRQDEOH�DQVZHU��7KHUH�FDQQRW�EH�RQH�
)URP�ZKDW�,�KDYH�JDWKHUHG�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�ZHOO�LQIRUPHG�3DNLVWDQLV�WKH
LPSOLFLW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�LV�WKDW�VLQFH�%DQJODGHVK�LV�D�0XVOLP�FRXQWU\�WKH
%LKDULV�VKRXOG�VHHN�%DQJODGHVKL�FLWL]HQVKLS�DQG�WU\�EHFRPLQJ�D�SDUW�RI
WKDW�QDWLRQ�±ZKLFK�ZRXOG�PHDQ�OHDUQLQJ�%HQJDOL�DQG�DVVLPLODWLQJ�LQWR
WKDW�FXOWXUH��7KLV�LV�SHUIHFWO\�UHDVRQDEOH�DGYLFH�DQG�WKH�%LKDULV�PXVW
FRQVLGHU�LW�VHULRXVO\��
%XW�ZH�GRQ¶W�JLYH�D�VLPLODU�DGYLFH�WR�WKH�.DVKPLUL�0XVOLPV�WR�VHHN�D
IXWXUH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�,QGLDQ�XQLRQ��7KH�UHDVRQ�RVWHQVLEO\�LV�WKDW�,QGLD�LV�QRW
D�0XVOLP�VWDWH�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�%LKDULV�LV�QRW�FRPSDUDEOH�
*UDQWHG�WKDW�LV�WUXH��EXW�ZKDW�DERXW�,QGLDQ�0XVOLPV�ZDQWLQJ�WR�FRPH�WR
3DNLVWDQ"�:HOO��WKH\�GLG�QRW�GR�WKDW�LQ������DQG�QRZ�LW�LV�WRR�ODWH�
0RUHRYHU��WKH\�DUH�����PLOOLRQ�DQG�WKDW�LV�WRR�PDQ\��
7KH�RQO\�FRQFOXVLRQ�ZH�FDQ�GUDZ�IURP�VXFK�HYDVLYH�JLEEHULVK�LV�WKDW�WKH�
0XVOLPV�RI�6RXWK�$VLD�GR�QRW�KDYH�DQ\�DXWRPDWLF�ULJKW�WR�HQWHU�3DNLVWDQ�
DV�WKH�-HZV�KDYH�WR�HQWHU�,VUDHO�XQGHU�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�/DZ�RI�5HWXUQ��,V�
WKLV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�IRXQGLQJ�LGHRORJ\�RI�3DNLVWDQ��WKH�WZR�QDWLRQ�
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WKHRU\"�
:KHQ�,TEDO�LQ������SUHVHQWHG�KLV�LGHD�RI�D�0XVOLP�VWDWH��FRQILQHG�RQO\
WR�QRUWK�ZHVWHUQ�,QGLD��H[FOXGLQJ�WKH�0XVOLPV�RI�%HQJDO�DQG�WKH
+LQGX�PDMRULW\�SURYLQFHV��DW�WKH�DQQXDO�VHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�$OO�,QGLD�0XVOLP
/HDJXH�LQ�$OODKDEDG�WKH�TXRUXP�RI����PHPEHUV�ZDV�QRW�FRPSOHWH�
+DIHH]�-DOODGKDUL�KDG�WR�NHHS�RQ�UHFLWLQJ�KLV�µ6KDK�1DPD¶�ZKLOH�WKH
RUJDQLVHUV�IUDQWLFDOO\�VHDUFKHG�IRU�LQGLYLGXDOV�WR�ILOO�WKH�TXRUXP�VR�WKDW
WKH�UHVROXWLRQ�FRXOG�EH�SDVVHG��
&KRZGKDUL�5DKPDW�$OL�FRLQHG�WKH�QDPH�3$.,67$1�LQ�������+LV�LGHD�ZDV
GLVPLVVHG�DV�D�VWXGHQW¶V�ZLOG�GUHDP��7KDW�GLG�QRW�GLVFRXUDJH�5DKPDW�$OL
ZKR�GHYHORSHG�D�ZKROH�UDQJH�RI�SLRXV�QDPHV�²�6LGGLTLVWDQ�
)DURRTLVWDQ��+\GHUDVWDQ��2VPDQLVWDQ�DQG�VR�RQ�²�IRU�LQGHSHQGHQW
0XVOLP�HQFODYHV�LQ�+LQGX�PDMRULW\�DUHDV��+H�HYHQ�SURSRVHG�D�*XUXLVWDQ
IRU�6LNKV�DQG�VRPH�QDPH�IRU�D�VWDWH�IRU�WKH�'UDYLGLDQ�SHRSOHV�RI�6RXWK
,QGLD��7KH�0XVOLP�/HDJXH�OHDGHUV�GLVPLVVHG�KLP�DV�DQ�HFFHQWULF�DQG�D
FKDUODWDQ�DQG�KH�LQ�WXUQ�QHYHU�IRUJDYH�-LQQDK�IRU�DFFHSWLQJ�D�3DNLVWDQ
FRQVLVWLQJ�RQO\�RI�WKH�QRUWK�HDVWHUQ�DQG�QRUWK�ZHVWHUQ�]RQHV�RI�,QGLD��
:LWK�WKH�ZLVGRP�RI�WKH�KLQGVLJKW�ZH�FDQ�DUJXH�WKDW�-LQQDK¶V�3DNLVWDQ
ZDV�PRUH�UHDOLVWLF�HYHQ�WKRXJK�LWV�UHDOLVDWLRQ�UHVXOWHG�LQ�D�KXJH�ORVV�RI
OLIH�DQG�WKH�ELJJHVW�IRUFHG�PLJUDWLRQ�LQ�KLVWRU\��5DKPDW�$OL¶V�VFKHPH�RI
PLQL�0XVOLP�VWDWHV�DPLG�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�+LQGX�PDMRULW\�UHJLRQV�ZRXOG
FHUWDLQO\�KDYH�PXOWLSOLHG�FRPPXQDO�NLOOLQJV�DQG�PDJQLILHG�WKH�VFDOH�RI
HWKQLF�FOHDQVLQJ��6XFK�D�VFKHPH�ZRXOG�KDYH�VXUHO\�KXUW�0XVOLPV�WKH
PRVW�VLQFH�WKH\�ZHUH�VXUURXQGHG�E\�+LQGX�PDMRULWLHV�
7KDW�GLG�QRW�GHWHU�5DKPDW�$OL��+H�ZURWH�OHWWHU�DIWHU�OHWWHU�WR�FRQVHUYDWLYH�
%ULWLVK�ORUGV�SOHDGLQJ�IRU�WKHLU�VXSSRUW�DQG�SDWURQDJH�IRU�KLV�LGHD�RI�
VHYHUDO�0XVOLP�VWDWHV��:K\�KH�VKRXOG�KDYH�KRSHG�IRU�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�DUFK�
LPSHULDOLVWV�LV�D�P\VWHU\�ZKLFK�KDV�QHYHU�EHHQ�FODULILHG��6RPH�SHRSOH�
DOOHJH�WKDW�5DKPDW�$OL�ZDV�LQ�WKH�SD\�RI�WKH�FRORQLDO�RIILFH�ZKLFK�XVHG�
KLP�IURP�WLPH�WR�WLPH�WR�VD\�WKLQJV�WKDW�ZRXOG�NHHS�+LQGXV�DQG�0XVOLPV�
DW�ORJJHUKHDGV��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�QR�VROLG�HYLGHQFH�WR�SURYH�WKLV��
$SDUW�IURP�(DVW�3XQMDE�ZKHUH�HWKQLF�FOHDQVLQJ�ZDV�DOPRVW�FRPSOHWH�
VHYHUDO�RI�WKH�VWDXQFKHVW�SURWDJRQLVWV�RI�WKH�3DNLVWDQ�GHPDQG��DPRQJ
WKHP�5DMD�6DKLE�0DKPXGDEDG��+DVUDW�0RKDQL��%HJXP�$L]D]�5DVXO�
1DZDE�0RKDPPDG�,VPDLO�.KDQ��5DMD�RI�3LUSXU��DXWKRU�RI�WKH�3LUSXU
5HSRUW�RI�������DQG�0RKDPPDG�$VDGXOODK�RI�$VVDP��FKRVH�WR�VWD\�LQ
,QGLD��6RPH�OHIW�IRU�3DNLVWDQ�ODWHU�EXW�RWKHUV�ZKR�KDG�JRQH�WR�3DNLVWDQ
UHWXUQHG�WR�,QGLD��:K\"�,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ��EXW�LW�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�RQ�ZKLFK�PRUH
UHVHDUFK�QHHGV�WR�EH�GRQH��2Q�WKH�ZKROH�LW�ZDV�SULPDULO\�WKH�XSSHU
PLGGOH�FODVV�DQG�WKH�VDODULDW�WKDW�LPPLJUDWHG�WR�3DNLVWDQ��
3DNLVWDQ�FDPH�LQWR�EHLQJ�LQ�WKRVH�DUHDV�ZKHUH�0XVOLPV�ZHUH�LQ�D�
PDMRULW\��6XFK�DUHDV�GLG�QRW�QHHG�DV�PXFK�SURWHFWLRQ�IURP�+LQGX�5DM�DV�
WKRVH�LQ�ZKLFK�0XVOLPV�ZHUH�LQ�D�PLQRULW\��0RVW�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�FRQYHUWV�
IURP�'DOLW�DQG�RWKHU�GHSUHVVHG�VHFWLRQV�RI�VRFLHW\��7KH\�QHHGHG�PRUH�
KHOS�WKDQ�DQ\RQH�HOVH�LQ�FRPLQJ�WR�3DNLVWDQ��EXW�WKH\�ZHUH�DGYLVHG�WR�
EHFRPH�JRRG�DQG�OR\DO�,QGLDQV��,�DP�VXUH�WKH�%LKDULV�VWUDQGHG�LQ�
%DQJODGHVK�DOVR�FRPH�IURP�WKH�SRRUHVW�VHFWLRQV�RI�VRFLHW\�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�
WKH\�WRR�KDYH�QR�WDNHUV�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�
7KH�DXWKRU�LV�DQ�DVVRFLDWH�SURIHVVRU�RI�3ROLWLFDO�6FLHQFH�DW�6WRFNKROP�
8QLYHUVLW\��+H�LV�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�WZR�ERRNV��+LV�HPDLO�DGGUHVV�LV�
,VKWLDT�$KPHG#VWDWVYHW�VX�VH
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